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Monthly Club Meeting - Thursday June 18, 2026 - 7:00 pm 
Illusion Warehouse - 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas 

Three Blocks North of Seminary Drive 

 

           FAVORITE MAGIC NIGHT 
 
On Thursday June 18, the SAM Assembly 138 and Alliance of 
Illusionists will have its monthly club meeting featuring 
“favorite trick night” where members and guests are invited 
to come and perform any magic they wish to share to the 
club. The meeting will also feature several other surprises 
including the final auction and sales of the magic tricks do-
nated to the club by Buddy Hoyt.  
 
The meeting will be held at 7:00 pm, the Illusion Warehouse 
magic shop, 3917 McCart Ave. All 2026 members in good 
standing (2026 dues paid up members) and guests are invit-
ed to attend the meeting. 
 
Additionally the club's Executive Committee will meet at 6:00 
pm. All officers should be in attendance, and any 2026 mem-
bers in good standing may attend as well. Visitors may not 
attend Executive Committee Meetings. 
 
 

MINUTES FROM THE MAY MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 
 
The Thursday May 21 meeting of the Alliance of Illusionists/SAM Assembly 138 
featured Eric Miller who brought and demonstrated his incredible David Pow-
ell Rapping Hand and Card Star effects. This was followed by Caleb Westeen 
who presented a nice review of THE SECRET LIFE OF HOUDINI book by Kalush 
and Sloman. Secretary Bruce Chadwick then took the stage with a well pre-
sented PowerPoint presentation on Showmanship 
and Magic. The lecture was well received with ex-
planation and illustration on many aspects of 
showmanship such as stance, movement, flow of a 
show, stance, voice and diction, and many other 
ingredients that make magic art. Additionally, 
attendees were given a free copy of the Edward 
Maurice’s book SHOWMANSHIP AND PRESENTA-
TION. The meeting concluded with members pour-
ing through and buying several of the magic items 
donated by Buddy Hoyt. It was a fun meeting held 
at the Illusion Warehouse in Fort Worth, Texas. 
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MAY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
President Hare Evison called to order the April 16, 2026 Executive Committee meeting of the SAM Assembly 138 
and the Alliance of Illusionists at about 6:03 pm in the Illusion Warehouse museum room.  
 
A quorum of officers were in attendance including President Hare Evison, Vice President Gary Poe (via phone), 
Secretary Bruce Chadwick, Treasurer Lonnie Olander, Sergeant at Arms Jack McCoy, and Member at Large Caleb 
Westeen. Absent was Historian William Weebo Beaty. Also in attendance was member in good standing Joey 
Byers. 
 
The minutes of the April Executive Committee Meeting as printed in the May issue of the SERVANTE were ap-
proved by acclimation.  
 
Treasurer Lonnie Olander presented the club’s April financial report. The club’s previous report Operating Ac-
count balance was $2004.77. Since then the club has received $70.92 from dues, $284.23 from the April Buddy 
Hunt magic trick donation auction, and $25 received from the Henry Evans lecture, for a total of $380.15. The 
clubs had two disbursements, $13.86 for MailChimp and a second payment for $232.32 to Henry Evans for his 
lecture. This leaves the club with a current working balance of $2087.74.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the recent collaboration with the Dallas Magic Club to sponsor the Henry Evans lec-
ture on Thursday April 30, 2026 at the Mellow Mushroom restaurant in Arlington. Each club paid half of the lec-
ture fee and hotel expense. A couple of AOI officers noted that it was often hard to hear and see the lecturer. 
Also the administration for the lecture seemed to be a bit disorganized and ordering from the restaurant seemed 
difficult for some attendees.  
 
Secretary Chadwick composed a letter that President Hare Evison signed 
thanking Buddy Hunt for the magic tricks and books he and his wife do-
nated to the club.  Chadwick will mail the letter promptly. The June 
monthly club meeting agenda was discussed, with the main core activity 
to be an open mic and favorite magic trick night. 
 
Secretary Chadwick gave a quick review of the most recent zoom mid-
year TAOM Board of Directors meeting. He announced that upcoming 
convention will be in Houston for this year’s 2026 convention, Austin for 
2027, the possibility of Lubbock for 2028, and the possibility of Fort 
Worth for 2029. Chadwick suggested if the Fort Worth AOI club does 
host the convention in 2029, that the club should consider using the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Fort Worth South Hotel and Conference Center, 
100 Altamesa Blvd, Fort Worth. This is the hotel the club has used to 
house overnight several magic lecturers. 
 
The committee voted to reimburse the Illusion Warehouse five dollars 
per SHOWMANSHIP AND PRESENTATION book by Edward Maurice for 
each magic club member in good standing in attendance at the May 
meeting, or members in good standing who have requested a copy.   
 
With no further business, the meeting concluded about 6:45 pm to start 
the May monthly club meeting featuring various magic and a lecture on 
showmanship by Bruce Chadwick.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bruce Chadwick, Secretary 
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AOI CONGRATULATES MATTHEW WELSBY FOR DMC MAGICIAN OF THE YEAR 
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It looks like I have a cat. Or rather, it looks like a cat has me. As many know, the Illusion Warehouse is dedicated 
to the buying, selling, trading, manufacturing, and performance of magic tricks and illusions. A large roll-up gar-
age door at the back of the building opens up to a parking pad, back fence, and alley access. During warmer days, 
we tend to keep the roll-up door open for ventilation. Despite the six foot chain length fence at the back perime-
ter of the building, animals tend to wander up and down the alleyway and sometime use the pad for relaxing.  
 
One day I heard the loud meowing of a cat. I peeked through the open garage door and discovered a large grey 
alley cat sitting on the concrete pad. Desperately trying to get my attention, I figured the cat was thirsty. I went 
to the break room, grabbed a bowl of water, and placed it on the concrete. The cat was cautious. Obviously, she 
didn’t like humans much. When I moved away from the bowl, the cat ran up and began to ravenously devour the 
water. She was very thirsty. 
 
In the days to come, not only did I provide water for the cat, but I also started feeding her small scraps of lefto-
vers from the refrigerator. Whenever I opened the rattling roll-up garage door, the cat came running. I guess the 
clanging noise of the door become a sort of dinner bell. Then one day when I gave the cat food, I was very sur-
prised that she didn’t eat everything. Maybe she wasn’t hungry? Perhaps I was overfeeding her? 
 
After that came the day when I placed what I thought was one of her favorite foods in her bowl. She walked up 
to the food, smelled it, looked up at me, meowed in disdain, turned her nose and walked away. Certainly there 
was nothing wrong with the food. She had eaten it many times before. It was just that for that day, my offering 
wasn’t good enough for her. Either she wasn’t hungry or she was spoiled. Apparently I failed my human role. 
 
That episode came the after a disappointing magic club meeting at the Illusion Warehouse magic store. Our club 
hired a top Las Vegas magic professional to lecture at our club meeting. Honestly, I don’t know how our club’s 
Executive Committee officers could have done better. The evening performer’s lecture, his expertise, and his 
carefully crafted presentation was simply exceptional. 
 
The lecture was free for dues-paid-up members. The club has about 40 members and we were expecting a room 
full of people. Despite this, the turnout for the meeting was small, with less than ten of our members showing up 
for the lecture. The turnout was very disappointing and I knew the lecturer was insulted. I was shocked and angry 
at our magic club members. 
 
Normally after magic lectures, presenters have a table full of items to sell to help augment their meager lecture 
fees. However with a small pool of club members and potential customers, our lecturer’s sales were really low. 
Rather than following the tradition of hanging around to meet and greet after his end of lecture sales session, our 
guest lecturer quickly packed up after his lecture and briskly walked out the front door. While he did give a curso-
ry thank you and goodbye, it was obvious he was not happy. I was very embarrassed. 
 
Our club members don’t seem to realize how good our club is as compared to most other magic clubs. Our club is 
one of the best magic clubs in the country. We do a great job providing a friendly and congenial environment to 
help virtually anyone interested in the art of magic. We have teach-a-trick segments, learning sessions, lectures, 
and open mic nights where anyone can perform. We provide product and convention reviews, many various ac-
tivities to advance the magic arts, and we minimize club politics. But perhaps we provide too much for our mem-
bers? Sometimes our members act finnicky and privileged. I think some of them are like my cat. 

CAT SCRATCH FEVER 
AND MAGIC CLUBS 
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Communication is of extreme importance in a military conflict. As important as it is, a good military unit will have 
a plan of action in place for when communications go down, otherwise they cease to be an effective fighting 
force. Do you have a contingency plan in place for when communications fail in your magic performance? 
 
I am not speaking about sound system failures and such. Certainly the need for a backup plan exists in the sound 
system world, but I am talking about complete communication failure. 
 
I love story magic with a plot and as a result that is what most of my favorite magic is. It absolutely requires com-
munication. I must be able to speak, the spectator must be able to hear, and they must understand what I am 
saying. This means my normal repertoire will not work for a person who cannot hear. It will not work for a person 
that does not speak English and it will not work in a strolling venue where the music is extremely loud, as I was 
recently reminded of at a very loud venue. 
 
A magic performance and a battlefield share at least one thing, they don’t always go as planned and you should 
therefore have contingency plans. The communications barriers at that recent performance made me think about 
my lack of contingency plans.  
 
I now plan to spend some time with my favorite effects and create some strolling sets that would play well when 
performed completely silent. I also think it will be a very valuable exercise in general. 
 
I once heard the magician Mario Lopez when he was being questioned about his magic, which is largely silent, 
and how he probably does not need to script. His response was “I script my face.” Think about that. I script my 
face.  
 
Our face is communicating all the time and we absolutely should be sure it is communicating what we want it to 
say. We can communicate so much with just our face and our gestures especially if we are conscious that we 
need to. We study all the time how to communicate wordlessly so that they know when we put a ball in the hand 
without us being the guy that says, “Look, I put the ball in the hand”. With our hands and gestures, we are al-
ready masters at non-verbal communication. 
 
The exercise to shut my mouth will have a spillover benefit to my normal performances. When we watch a replay 
of our performances, we should spend the time to take another watch through and focus solely on what our face 
is saying and question if it is saying as much as it can. I know I have read that advice somewhere from more quali-
fied sources, but it is fresh on my mind at the moment and thought I would share it before I shut my mouth. 
 
Gary Poe, Vice-President 
SAM Assembly 138 and 
Alliance of Illusionists 

SHUT YOUR MOUTH! 
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INSTANT PAPER TO MONEY 

This is a review…bear with me. 

What could be better than direct magic that is highly 
visual and hard hitting? If you can add practical with an 
emotional hook, auto reset and angle proof you are 
starting to check off all the boxes.  

This is why the Flash Cash type effect has been one of 
my favorites. This is typically where some one dollar 
bills change to $100s or something like that. There are 
tons of variations.  

I have been using Extreme Burn Locked and Loaded by 
Richard Sanders. It is a fine effect but there is more than light crafting needed to get started and my bills are 
getting ugly and washing didn’t fix it enough so I am about to need to craft again. My other issue with Locked and 
loaded is when the bills get out of order it takes a bit to get it back in order. 

Along this type of trick there is the variation where you are turning paper to money or money to paper. There is 
an abundance of stage bills now that should be able to be used with these type effects. I was recently reminded 
how nice it would be to have fake $100’s when I thought my Extreme Burn had fallen out of my pocket. That 
would have been a huge loss of real bills!  

The problem I have had with paper and fake bills is that they are paper and handle like paper and not like bills. 
The Flash Cash type variations I have played with all involve folded bills and the papers I have tried just don’t fold 
right and my hands don’t like it. 

This review is for Instant Paper to Money by Miguel Pizarro. 

I am now playing with a new variation that does not involve folding therefore paper, magazine clippings and 
stage money will all work well with this variation. 

The video directions are short but clear. It is pretty simple so it did 
not need a long video. There is a link to also access an hour-long 
workshop recording which I have not yet viewed. It comes ready 
to perform if you have some stage bills or real bills of your own to 
add.  

The supplied gimmick is a fake $20. Had it been made with real 
money then the trick would be much more expensive. If you don’t 
like it then some light crafting can turn it into whatever real or 
fake money you want it to be. 

I will likely keep a folded bill version of the effect of turning $1 
bills to another denomination because it will fit in a jeans pocket 
but for times wearing a jacket. Instant Paper to Money makes a 
fine bill to different bill effect and absolutely it wins for it’s intend-
ed purpose of turning Paper into money which is a more powerful 
bit of magic if you think about it.  

For The paper to money effect I give Instant Paper to Money a 8/10. This trick is in stock at the Illusion Ware-
house. 
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 2026 OFFICERS 
 
1. PRESIDENT:     Hare Evison    h.e.808artworks@gmail.com      808-264-2785 
2. VICE PRESIDENT:    Gary Poe    downtime824@gmail.com      817-914-0334 
3. SECRETARY:         Bruce Chadwick    chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com      817-832-6062 
4. TREASURER:    Lonnie Olander    lonnie.olander@gmail.com      254-749-0124  
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:    William Weebo Beaty   weeboentertainment@yahoo.com     972-824-9614 
6. HISTORIAN:              Jack McCoy    magicjack@charter.net       682-560-8569 
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:          Caleb Westeen    calebw827@gmail.com       682-222-3959 

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS 
 
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS 
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse party room and magic shop locat-
ed at 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com or go to 
www.sam138.com. Also Facebook  at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/ 

 
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15 
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See https://
fortworthmagiciansclub.org/ 
 
MID-CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE 
See the Mid-Cities Magic Circle Facebook group. 

 
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174 
See www.DallasMagic.org for meeting information. 
 
IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON 
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more de-
tails go to either www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com. 
 
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM 
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See 
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information. 

Stop trying to 
become what you 
don’t want to be. 
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