
  

 

Volume 2023 - Number 11 - November 2023 
Next Monthly Meeting - Thursday November 16, 2023 - 7:00 pm 

Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas 
Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from the Public School 

DOUG GORMAN LECTURE 
 
The main core ac vity of the 7:00 pm Thursday November 
16 club mee ng will feature a LECTURE BY SAN ANTONIO 
MAGICIAN DOUG GORMAN. Doug will talk about the value of 
storytelling magic, include demonstra ons of a few of his 
own effects, provide members with a chance to ask ques‐

ons, and view a few effects he has for sale. Doug regularly 
performs for private par es and corporate events in the 
south Texas area. He also performs at the Magic Castle and 
is a regular a endee of the famous 4F conven on (Fechter's 
Finger Flicking Frolic). Doug is an excellent magician, knowl‐
edgeable, and a great entertainer. Please see the President’s 
column for more biographical informa on about Doug. 
  
Club Mee ngs are normally held at 7:00 pm on the third 
Thursday of each month at the Illusion Warehouse magic 
shop, 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas. The Execu ve 
Commi ee will meet beforehand at 6:00 pm. All members in 
good standing may a end the Execu ve Commi ee 
mee ngs. Visitors may not a end Execu ve mee ngs. 
 
 

AN INTERESTING CONVERSATION 
 
CUSTOMER: How much do you charge? 
PERFORMER: Our fee IS $1250 for our one-person Comedy Magic Show or $2500 for our big illusion show. 
CUSTOMER: Wow! Our budget is only $500.  
PERFOMER: My apologies but that fee won’t cover our costs. 
CUSTOMER: You are only going to entertain us for 30 minutes. Where I work I only make $25 per hour! 
PERFORMER: Maybe you could develop your own act and provide the entertainment yourself? 
CUSTOMER: How would I do that? 
PERFORMER: For your $500 fee, we can consult with you and help you develop a show. We have knowledge and 
experience that has taken us many  years to learn. You will probably also have to purchase a couple of hundred 
dollars worth of magic equipment and spend some me learning how to do the effects and rou ne them enter‐
tainingly. You will also need a good sound system, some ligh ng equipment, and maybe even some background 
scenery. Don’t forget liability insurance and you will need a van to transport everything. Also be sure to designate 
a couple of weekends for rehearsal, and you may need to hire a couple of people to help with your show! 
CUSTOMER: I think it might be easier to just hire you. 
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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING 
 
We were a small group at the October 2023 Monthly Clubs Mee ng of the Fort Worth SAM Assembly 138, but 
the excitement and warmth inside the Illusion Warehouse party room was big as ever! The main core ac vity for 
the evening was MINI-LECTURE NIGHT. Four different performers each presented about 20-25 minutes of magic 
and then lectured with demonstra ons and explana ons.  
 
Up first was Jack McCoy who performed and explained varia ons of the Radar Deck, some original principles of 
double li s with cards, a rendi on of a Paul Harris effect, and a varia on of the Balducci Cut Deeper force.  
 
Jack was followed with the incomparable Gary Poe who did an excellent job discussing the “paddle move” princi‐
ple in magic. He performed an array of paddle effects including a color changing lighter, s ck, Hot Rod of course, 
large s ck, wand, and a color change brass double coin. Gary also discussed some of the interes ng paddle 
moves he has innovated and modified for various effects. He was well received. 
 
Next up was Bruce Chadwick who did some interes ng rope magic. He started off with the Vanishing Knot effect 
that is a ributed to Hudson and others. He then talked about his philosophy regarding the cut and restored rope 
effect and showed some handling that fools even the most knowledgeable of magicians.  
 
Following Bruce was SAM Regional Vice-President Bronson Chadwick. He led off with “ummmm” (you had to be 
there). Following that he demonstrated a hypno glasses card effect with visitor Robert Hernandez. He also dis‐
cussed his favorite card forces and then closed a ‘Horsing Around” zebra mask card effect. In all the evening was 
a lot of fun for all who a ended. 
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 MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 2023 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Vice-President Lonnie Olander called to order the October Execu ve Commi ee Mee ng of the Bruce Chadwick 
SAM Assembly 138 and the Alliance of Illusionists to order on Thursday October 19, 2023 at about 6:0 pm in the 
Museum Room of the Illusion Warehouse.  
 
A quorum was present with Vice-President Lonnie Olander, Secretary Bruce Chadwick, Treasurer Cindy Bighorse, 
Historian Jack McCoy. Not in a endance were President Bernie Trowbridge, Member at Large Charlie Montroll, or 
Sergeant at Arms Connor Branach. Also in a endance were members in good standing Lisa and Jimmie Fulce.  
 
The September Execu ve Commi ee minutes as presented in the September SERVANTE were approved. Treasur‐
er Cindy Bighorse delivered the October Treasurer’s report. From the previous club balance were expenses for 
$13.86 for Mail Chimp, $50 paid to Maxam graphics for the new magic club mee ng sign, $75 paid for Chadwick 
funeral flowers, and $506.61 for Wix (36 month pre-payment), which leaves the club with $4634.43 plus the 
Helmer/Dolenz pillow. 
 
Secretary Chadwick reminded the commi ee that Donna and Steve Byrd never joined the na onal SAM organiza‐

on. With the recent changes in our club requirements of na onal SAM membership, it was agreed that Treasur‐
er Bighorse will return the applica on fees paid by the Byrd’s and with it a request that they pay the $25 clubs 
annual dues for 2024 online and be solely responsible for joining the na onal SAM organiza on themselves. 
 
It was announced that the club would either send flowers not to exceed $75 or a $100 cash gi  to Sara Pylant 
regarding the recent loss of her son. 
 
The Execu ve Commi ee suggested the following slate of officers to serve for the 2024 club year. They include 
Jack McCoy for President, Lonnie Olander for Vice-President, Bruce Chadwick for Secretary, Bernie Trowbridge for 
Treasurer, Jimmie Fulce for Sergeant-at-Arms, Cindy Bighorse for Historian, and Lisa Fulce for Member at Large. 
 
The commi ee assigned Cindy Bighorse and Lisa Fulce to once again chair the planning of the annual December 
Christmas Party.  
 
With no further business, the mee ng concluded at about 6:40 pm. 
 
Respec ully submi ed, 
 
Bruce Chadwick, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

CONDOLENCES TO SARA PYLANT 
 
The SAM Assembly 138 and the Alliance of Illusionists extend condolences to club 
member Sara Pylant in the recent loss of her son Adam. In lieu of funeral flowers, 
our magic clubs sent Sara a small monetary gi  to help her offset the enormous ex‐
penses of her travel to the Dakotas, help her with funeral arrangements, and related 
costs. 
 
Sara responded with a return card with the inscrip on, “Thank you for your Kind‐
ness. Adam loved magic too. Sara.” As any parent would have in the event of the loss 
of a sibling, please keep Sara in your thoughts and prayers during this tumultuous 

me of her life. 
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Well, here we are in November, the month we had scheduled our public show and fundraiser. When we started 
planning this year’s monthly events, we were not sure when the best month to have it would be. It seems like 
there were cons to every month with scheduling conflicts that reared their ugly heads o en. At the me of plan‐
ning the year, November seemed like it would be a good month for the show. However the closer we got to No‐
vember, the more likely it seemed we would need to cancel.  As President, I apologize for this happening. 

So, we won’t be performing this month but we will be having a lecturer!  Bruce suggested to the Execu ve Com‐
mi ee that we fill this month’s monthly clubs mee ngs with a lecture. He suggested Doug Gorman, someone he 
has known for years and caught up with this year at this year’s Dallas Magistorum conven on.  A er ge ng all the 
details from Doug, the commi ee quickly agreed that we should invite him to lecture.  Doug will be lecturing on 
the value of storytelling magic which will include some demonstra ons and a ques on-and-answer por on.  He 
will also have a few effects available for purchase at the end. 

I thought it would be nice to know a li le bit about Doug before he lectured so I reached out to him for some infor‐
ma on I could share.  As you will read below, Doug’s magic journey was not your typical got involved in magic as a 
child story. 

Doug Gorman was born in Cincinna , Ohio and grew up in the small southwestern Ohio town of Monroe. He grad‐
uated from the United States Air Force Academy in 1969, where he majored in general psychology. He immediate‐
ly married his high school sweetheart, Fran, and the newlyweds moved to San Antonio for Doug’s first Air Force 
assignment at Lackland AFB. 

During that first tour of duty, their son, Sco , was born. Doug also earned his Master of Arts in Industrial Psycholo‐
gy from St. Mary’s University, a ending school in the evenings. Then it was off to pursue his PhD in Industrial and 
Organiza onal Psychology, which he received in 1976 from Bowling Green State University in Bowling Green, Ohio. 
Returning to San Antonio for another assignment, Doug and Fran welcomed their daughter, Crissy, to military life. 
Shortly a er Crissy’s birth, the family moved to Melbourne, Australia for a two-year exchange tour with the Royal 
Australian Air Force. 

Following three years on the faculty of the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs and a year at Maxwell AFB in 
Alabama a ending the Air Command and Staff College, the family returned to San Antonio for a third me, now at 
Randolph AFB. In 1987, they moved to Washington DC, where Doug, now a Lt Col, became Chief of Air Force 
Tes ng Policy in the Pentagon. Following that tour, the Gormans made their last move, once again back to San 
Antonio and Randolph AFB, where Doug re red from ac ve duty in June of 1991. 

Following re rement, Doug was hired at USAA, a San Antonio-based financial services organiza on catering to the 
military community, to teach leadership and employee development courses and consult with execu ves on lead‐
ership issues. A er 10 years with USAA, Doug re red again, this me to pursue his newfound passion.  

During a trip to Las Vegas in 1993, Doug visited a magic shop at Caesar’s Palace, purchasing two tricks from the 
demonstrator, and he was hooked for life! In March of 2002, Doug was hired as the house magician at the Spa‐
ghe  Warehouse in San Antonio, where he performed table-side magic every Friday night for over 10 years. He 
and Fran together created “Feats of Wonder,” a 45-minute magic show they performed monthly over 100 mes at 
the Spaghe  Warehouse in San Antonio. 

(con nued) 
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In August of 2009, Doug performed for the first me in the Parlour of Pres digita on at the Magic Castle in Holly‐
wood, California. For the next twelve years, he performed annually in the Parlour, ul mately doing almost 250 
shows there. 

Doug has received numerous awards for his magic, including San Antonio’s Magician of the Year for 1998. He won 
first place in the Texas Associa on of Magicians close-up compe on in 2000; first place in the Columbus, Ohio 
Magifest of 2001; was a Gold Cups Finalist at the 2002 Interna onal Brotherhood of Magicians close-up compe ‐

on in San Diego, California; and was a finalist in the Interna onal Close-up Contest of Magic at the combined 
IBM/SAM conven on in Louisville, Kentucky in 2008, all with fellow magician and friend Michael Tallon. For the 
last 20 years, he has been a regular invitee to Fechter’s Finger Flicking Frolic, an invita on-only conven on of the 
world’s top close-up magicians, in Batavia, New York. 

Doug has been an ac ve member in local magic organiza ons since he began in magic in 1996, having served as 
both president and secretary/treasurer of both the IBM Ring 18 and the SAM Assembly 52 clubs in San Antonio. 

In addi on to performing magic, Doug has created a number of effects which are available commercially. In the 
last several years, his interests have turned more to storytelling magic, and he has created over 40 storytelling 
effects, many of which have sold out. He has performed and sold his wares at several bizarre and storytelling con‐
ven ons, including the East Coast Spirit Sessions in Myrtle Beach, the Poe Magic Conference in Bal more, and the 
Magistrorum conven on in Dallas. 

These days, Doug’s schedule is crowded with magic and non-magic ac vi es. When he isn’t conjuring or crea ng, 
you can find him on the golf course or joining Fran in enjoying and suppor ng their five grandchildren. 

Thursday night should be a great night! - Bernie 

CHANG AND TARBELL AT THE 1950 TAOM CONVENTION 
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 2023 OFFICERS 
 
1. PRESIDENT:   Bernie Trowbridge  berntrow@sbcglobal.net   214-998-0352 
2. VICE PRESIDENT:  Lonnie Olander  lonnie.olander@gmail.com  254-749-0124  
3. SECRETARY:       Bruce Chadwick  chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com  817-832-6062 
4. TREASURER:  Cindy Bighorse  cabighorse@gmail.com   817-846-4062 
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:  Connor Branach  connorbranach@gmail.com   682-367-0957  
6. HISTORIAN:            Jack McCoy  magicjack@charter.net   682-560-8569 
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:        Charlie Montroll   folksingingtv@verizon.net   301-530-6786  

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS 
 
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS 
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse party room and magic shop locat‐
ed at 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact communica ons@allianceofillusionists.com or go 
to h p://sam138.com/alliance/ or Facebook  at h ps://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/ 

 
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15 
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See h ps://
fortworthmagiciansclub.org/ 
 
MID-CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE 
Meets monthly. See the Mid-Ci es Magic Circle Facebook group. 

 
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174 
See www.DallasMagic.org for mee ng informa on. 
 
IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON 
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more de‐
tails go to either www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com. 
 
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM 
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See 
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more informa on. 

Great magical 
presentations 

usually include 
an emotional 
connection. 


