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Monthly Club Meeting - Thursday April 16, 2026 - 7:00 pm 
Illusion Warehouse—3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas 

Three Blocks North of Seminary Drive 

 GAMBLING, CARD MAGIC, 
AND GAMES OF CHANCE 
 
On Thursday April 16, the Alliance of Illusion-
ists/SAM 138 will feature "Gambling, Card Mag-
ic, and Games of Chance." Members, guests, 
and attendees who want to participate are en-
couraged to bring one or more related effects, 
display them and perform them at the 7:00 pm 
meeting. Also poker enthusiast and magic col-
lector Eric Miller will feature as special presen-
tation that should not be missed! The location for the meeting as usual is the Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart 
Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas. 2026 members in good standing (dues-paid-up members of the club), guests, and 
visitors may attend the meeting. 
 
Also the club's Executive Committee will meet at the Illusion Warehouse at 6:00 pm, the hour before the 
monthly club meeting. In addition to the club officers, all 2026 members in good standing (dues-paid-up mem-
bers) may attend as well. Visitors are not allowed to attend Executive Committee Meetings.  
 

CLUB RECEIVES MAGIC COLLECTION FROM BUDDY HOYT 
 
Fort Worth magician Buddy Hoyt served 25 years in the United States Army, retiring as a 
First Sergeant in 1993. While at Fort Sheridan, Illinois in 1980, and working as a trainer 
covering 13 Midwestern states, it was in  Des Moines, Iowa, where he discovered magic.  
 
Watching a close-up performer and noticing audience reactions to his feats, this inspired 
Buddy to start using magic to enhance his teaching abilities through better communica-
tions and lasting impressions. 
 
Buddy relocated to San Antonio in 1989 and joined the Society of American Magicians and 
International Brotherhood of Magicians. Later he became president of both clubs simulta-
neously which then hosted the TAOM convention at the Menger Hotel. 
 

He and his wife moved to North Richland Hills, Texas, in 2005.  After 17 years of magic items stored in a closet, 
he recently donated his magic collection to Bruce Chadwick and the SAM Assembly 138 and Alliance of Illusion-
ists. 
 
Buddy hopes his donation to the SAM Assembly 138 and Alliance of Illusionists will inspire magicians of all ages 
to continue to entertain and bring joy to others.  Quoting Brother John Hammond, Buddy reminds us “Magic 
happens not in the hands of the performer, but in the minds of the spectators.” 
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MINUTES FROM THE MARCH MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 
 
The Thursday March 19 Alliance of Illusionists/SAM 138 monthly club meeting featured "Classics of Magic." Ap-
proximately 15 members, guests, and attendees participated. Each person brought one or more classic magic 
effects, displayed them and performed them at the 7:00 pm Illusion Warehouse magic shop meeting in Fort 
Worth.  
 
After a quick report regarding the recent Blackpool Magician’s Convention, Jeff Lee presented his new member 
introduction with his handling of the Pot Hole trick followed by Unshuffled. Darrell Scruggs then presented his 
new member introduction with Mental Choice and Lethal Tender. Mark Jones performed his Gospel version of 
the Professor’s Nightmare and gave a quick history about the effect.  
 
Willian “Weebo” Beaty introduced the group to Rupert the spring animal via a Sweet Vase, and then proceeded 
to zig zag him into three pieces. Gary Poe presented a very fun “coins through a tiny table” type routine. Presi-
dent Hare Evison attempted his version of the Aldini Bowl Production.  
 
The incomparable Clarke Broadis presented the Red Hot Mama card effect, followed by demonstrating the Le-
Paul Spread. Bruce Chadwick and Jack McCoy presented a huge display of various card in frame effects, including 
talking about the history of the effect and showing various versions and ways to accomplish the incredible feat.  
 
Following the performance section of the meeting, several magic effects donated to the club by Buddy Hoyt 
were auctioned off. The meeting was filled with fast-paced performances and enjoyable magic. Many members 
continued to fellowship, gossip, and peruse some of the newest magic club offerings in  the Illusion Warehouse 
magic shop.  Join us when you can. See the club’s website at www.sam138.com 
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MARCH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 
President Hare Evison called to order the March 19, 2026 Executive Committee meeting of the SAM Assembly 
138 and the Alliance of Illusionists at about 6:05 pm in the Illusion Warehouse museum room. A quorum of offic-
ers were in attendance including President Hare Evison, Vice President Gary Poe, Secretary Bruce Chadwick, 
Treasurer Lonnie Olander, Sergeant at Arms Jack McCoy, Historian William Weebo Beaty, and Member at Large 
Caleb Westeen. Also in attendance was member in good standing Clarke Broadus. 
 
The minutes of the February Executive Committee Meeting as printed in the March issue of the SERVANTE were 
approved by acclimation.  
 
Treasurer Lonnie Olander presented the club’s March financial report. The club’s previous report Operating Ac-
count balance was $2,231.49. The club received $40 from the February lecture and $118.29 from dues, with to-
tal receipts being $158.29. The clubs had two disbursements; the club’s typical $13.86 for MailChimp and a $300 
check to the Illusion Warehouse for 2026 party room use. This leaves the club with a current working balance of 
$2075.92. The three month CD was left in rollover pattern for another three months. 
 
Secretary Chadwick announced to the committee that the club has received a donation of magic props from re-
tired San Antonio magician Buddy Hunt. After some discussion regarding what to do with the collection, it was 
decided that Caleb Westeen would take the collection and sort it. The club will auction off a few items off at up-
coming magic club meetings beginning with the March meeting. 
 
Discussion ensued about the delinquency of some 2026 dues paid-up members. The Bylaws were reaffirmed 
that after March 1st of each year, only dues-paid-up members and guests are allowed to attend monthly club 
meetings. It was also reaffirmed that member badges must be required for admittance to meetings, and that 
only dues-paid-up members shall have their name badge accessible at meetings.  
 
In the spirit of the Magic Lecture Series that the late Bob Karlebach ramrodded years ago at Crystal’s Pizza in 
Irving, the clubs recently went in partnership with the Dallas Magic Club to bring the Nathan Kranzo lecture to 
the Georgia Farrow Recreation Center for the February third Thursday AOI meeting. The DMC paid half of the 
total lecture fee and the AOI/SAM 138 paid the other half. With the success of the partnership, and with Irving 
being an easy mid-cities destination for both Dallas and Fort Worth magicians, Secretary Chadwick proposed 
that our club offer the DMC the idea of partnership for additional future lectures. Chadwick will compose a letter 
to the AOI/SAM 138 and offer the DMC the proposal. Caleb Westeen, who is a member and officer of both the 
DMC and the AOI/SAM 138, will hand deliver the proposal to the DMC at their upcoming Executive Committee 
Meeting. 
 
With no further business, the meeting concluded to start the March monthly club meeting featuring Classics of 
Magic in the party room of the Illusion Warehouse.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bruce Chadwick, Secretary 
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PROFESSIONAL OR AMATEUR? 

Most magicians take pride in their performances and most want to be as professional as possible. This is good of 
course, because all magic performers should strive to be exemplary and do their best. 
 
At the same time, terms and designations regarding such efforts can be uncertain and sometimes even confronta-
tional. This includes the terms “professional” and “amateur.” It is interesting how lingo and language can be used 
to differentiate between two different levels of ability and finesse, and the same time be so vague. This is espe-
cially the case when being called amateur is regarded as someone not quite as good as a professional.  
 
One might think that the dictionary would clarify the divide. Unfortunately it does nothing more than muddy the 
waters even more, for it says that professional means, “competent, skillful, and assured,” while amateur is de-
fined as “a person who is incompetent or inept at a particular activity.” Yikes! If these are the correct definitions, 
it is no wonder a performer may never want to be called “amateur.” 
 
All of this is compounded even further when dictionaries also define professional as “a person engaged in a speci-
fied activity as one's main paid occupation rather than as a pastime,” and amateur as “a person who engages in a 
pursuit on an unpaid basis.” If these definitions are correct, the only difference between an amateur and a pro-
fessional is whether or not they get paid, and not specifically how “good” or “bad” they are when they perform. 
 
This is especially interesting when one considers the fact that very few so-called vocational magicians make all 
their money from performing. Most magicians, and even some very well-known and famous magicians, rely on 
multiple streams of income to make a living. Sometimes these income sources are related to magic and some-
times not. For example, a magician might make and develop magic tricks, run a magic shop, teach magic lessons, 
or write magic books. Or a magician may run an insurance agency on the side or have some other side business 
that brings in income. Either way, a magician may still declare to be a professional because at least some of their 
financial remuneration comes from magic. 
 
Consider the implications of the business model of the late Harry Blackstone Junior when he confessed that his 
team often made more money selling tee shirts, souvenir programs, and other memorabilia, as compared to the 
fees they were paid for performing shows. Was Harry a professional magician? 
 
The late John Novak of San Antonio, Texas had a different perspective. He said that there is no such thing as a 
“semi-professional.” In a lecture he gave years ago at a TAOM convention, Novak said, “For a person to say they 
are a semi-professional is the same as when a person calls themself a “semi-virgin.” His point was, either a person 
is or is not, and there is no compromise in between. Then there is Gene Anderson of newspaper magic fame who 
uses the title “Part-Time Pro.” In his approach, all magicians have moments when they are professional and other 
times when they are also amateurs. 
 
Frankly, magicians need to relax a little. It is probably best not to get caught up in terminology, especially when 
one considers that all magicians can become experts in the magical arts. Any magician can be competent, have 
high ethical standards, and have deep knowledge and expertise in magic. They can also become very accom-
plished when they perform, have high acclaim among their peers, make money from performances, and still be 
professional and amateur at the same time. Honestly like many things in life, it is all about perspective. As for me, 
I don’t consider myself to be amateur or professional. If truth be told, most of the time I am simply unemployed. 
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There is great magic that is easy, but easy can be a double-edged sword. Easy can bring with it a lack of apprecia-
tion and respect of the true potential it may hold. When it comes to our contraptions, easy invites an overall 
cheapening of the effect as it gets mass produced and more corners are cut to make it even easier until it is hard-
ly recognizable and we see only the cheap magic kit item it has become. 
 
Easy can also be a curse when it comes to sleight of hand. There are sleights that seem easy to do because they 
are easy to do poorly. We see a lot of video evidence of what it looks like when done poorly and if we don’t know 
any better, we will think what we see is what it should look like. The double turnover is a prime example but 
there is a specific bit of magic that I want to talk about. 
 
The great Spanish magician Ascanio is most well known for his skill with cards. The book MAGIC OF ASCANIO con-
tains an interview where on page 106 he was asked what his favorite close-up routine was. His answer? “My rou-
tine for the color changing knives, as described in the book. It’s my favorite because I can see it’s also the audi-
ence’s favorite. I have a pretty good repertoire, but the knives always cause the maximum impact.”  
 
Let that sink in. I can hardly think of a top-level magician from the 
last era that didn’t feature a Color Changing Knives (CCK) routine. 
Malone, Daryl, Scotty York, Rene Lavand, Tamariz, Whit (Pop) 
Haydn, Chadwick, all did the CCK and the list goes on. 
 
Why have they faded in popularity? Many would say because 
people quit carrying pocket knives but I don’t buy that. They quit 
carrying silver dollars too. I think the decline is because the CCK 
are easy to perform…poorly. This led to mass produced knives. 
The issue was that now the CCK became widely available and 
people bought it and performed it poorly, other magicians emu-
lated the poor performances and learned poor technique and 
blame the props on the lack of reaction they received. The CCK 
require study and work. Like any other magic, they require 
thought and careful self-examination and a well-constructed rou-
tine to get maximum impact without telegraphing the method. 
 
The ease of the mechanics of the basic involved sleight has led to the fading of the routine. In my opinion. The 
likes of Ascanio said it was his most impactful close-up routine. It never lacked potential, just dedication and 
study. 
 
If you are willing to put in the effort they deserve, I think you will see why the Color Changing Knives were so pop-
ular before people found out how easy they were to perform…poorly. 
 
Gary Poe, Vice-President 
SAM Assembly 138 
Alliance of Illusionists 

EASY 
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TCC CHROMA 
COLOR CHANGING KNIVES  

My review for this month is on a color changing knife 
set I recently purchased. This particular set is from 
TCC. It is their Chroma Color Changing Knives Set Large 
Size). Pay close attention, this is not their normal Chro-
ma set, and it is not their Artisan knife set. This is the 
Chroma LARGE set. 

I am a huge fan of Color Changing Knives when per-
formed well and have acquired quite a few different 
sets. I will speak on a few of those first. 

The standard Ultra color changing knives from the magic store are the best learner set and come with a DVD to 
help you get started. If you are like me, you will eventually want at least a 3-knife set and something that looks 
more like a knife your dad would have pulled from his pocket but I highly recommend the Ultra set for someone 
learning or testing the waters. 

The Joe Mogar knives have long been the king of the hill. They handle very well and are an easy beginner set. 
Custom colors and sets were available. They are a bit pricey but the real issue these days is availability. Mr. 
Mogar is a great guy and a Korean War Veteran. The turnaround on a set of Mogar knives has declined in recent 
years. My other issue with these knives is that they are “pen knives” so they don’t look like a working type pocket 
knife. 

Flavio Cassavalle makes beautiful cus-
tom knives. They also don’t look like 
what Dad carried and they are also 
pricey. They can be worth it if you know 
you will use them and will spend the 
time learning to handle these knives. 
They take a lot of work to get compe-
tent handling. They are the Formula 1 
knives. They would be very discouraging 
for a beginner. 

The TCC normal Chroma set is too small 
and the TCC Artisan set lacks contrast. 

The Chroma Large set is indeed large, but that is great. It adds to the impossibility of what the audience perceives 
and puts more color in the eye of the audience. The size does not make them more difficult to work.  I find they 
handle almost as easily as the Ultra and Mogar while having the look I have been chasing.  

They come in a 5 knife set that are still half the price of other standard 3 knife sets! The extra 2 knives are a knife 
with a rainbow side and a knife that has a side that is half white and half black which can be very powerful in a 
routine. I might even want a second set.  

The knife set is a very well contrasting black and white with Brass bolsters on both ends. That helps with flashing. 
I am loving these knives. Cons? Like all TCC products their instructional video is very weak but it does give a per-
son a start and describes some good uses of the included bag to facilitate a knife switch or clean up. Another con 
is that I can’t also get a set in another color if desired.  They are very well crafted. These knives are getting closer 
to the knives I dream of. They are the set I will recommend for however much longer they remain available. 
9.0/10 if I don’t deduct for the instructions. See the Close-Up category of www.illusionwarehouse.com 

* * * * 
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 2026 OFFICERS 
 
1. PRESIDENT:     Hare Evison    h.e.808artworks@gmail.com      808-264-2785 
2. VICE PRESIDENT:    Gary Poe    downtime824@gmail.com      817-914-0334 
3. SECRETARY:         Bruce Chadwick    chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com      817-832-6062 
4. TREASURER:    Lonnie Olander    lonnie.olander@gmail.com      254-749-0124  
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:    William Weebo Beaty   weeboentertainment@yahoo.com     972-824-9614 
6. HISTORIAN:              Jack McCoy    magicjack@charter.net       682-560-8569 
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:          Caleb Westeen    calebw827@gmail.com       682-222-3959 

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS 
 
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS 
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse party room and magic shop locat-
ed at 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com or go to 
www.sam138.com. Also Facebook  at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/ 

 
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15 
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See https://
fortworthmagiciansclub.org/ 
 
MID-CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE 
See the Mid-Cities Magic Circle Facebook group. 

 
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174 
See www.DallasMagic.org for meeting information. 
 
IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON 
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more de-
tails go to either www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com. 
 
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM 
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See 
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information. 

Perform the stuff 
that fits your 

character. 
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