
  

 

Volume 2025 - Number 7 - July 2025 
Next Monthly Meeting - Thursday July 17, 2025 - 7:00 pm 
Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas 

Three blocks north of Seminary Drive/Across from the Public School 

Coming up for the 7:00 pm July 17, 2025 monthly club meeting of the SAM Assembly 138 and Alliance of Illusion-
ists magic clubs will be a Close-Up Magic Showcase. The show will feature some of the finest “up close” magic 
ever seen by the magic profession!  
 
Several of our prominent close-up magic club performers will each perform about 15 minutes of their whimsical 
and mind boggling effects guaranteed to delight the whole family!  
 
The show is open to the public, with three close-up performing stations positioned in three different areas of the 
Illusion Warehouse, 3917 McCart Ave, Fort Worth, Texas.  
 
While the show is free to everyone who would try to attend, cash donations at the door are appreciated. Also 
note that seating is available on a general admission first-come basis. Doors open at 6:30 pm. 
 
The Executive Committee will meet at 6:00 pm. All officers must be in attendance, and all dues-paid-up members 
may attend as well. Visitors may not attend Executive Committee Meetings. 
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MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 
MONTHLY CLUB MEETING 
 
The Thursday June 19, 2025 meeting of the Fort Worth, Texas SAM Assembly 138 and Alliance of Illusionists 
started promptly at 7:00 pm, at the Illusion Warehouse magic shop. About a dozen members and guests were in 
attendance for the monthly theme, “Cups, Cons, and Games of Chance.” After a few brief announcements by 
President Gary Poe, first on the performing and sharing agenda was Bruce Chadwick. Bruce performed his 
unique rendition of the jumbo three card month effect, complete with whimsical poem type patter. He then 
shared some performing tips regarding his Chop Cup routine and sleights.  
 
Jack McCoy did a very good job with a winners and losers type card effect he called Carnival. Unfortunately no 
matter what card the spectator chose, the victim seemed to always wind-up with the “loser card.” His routine 
was fun and very entertaining. The incomparable George Ferrin then did his New Member Introduction with a 
very amazing card effect he called “Static,” an effect closely related to the Haunted Deck type routine. George 
was then elected as our newest club member. 
 
Hare Evison was next with three jumbo frogs, one of which croaked while the other two did not. Closely akin to 
the Rattle Bars effect, his routine was unique to say the least. He also performed a cup and ball routine with a 
coin climax. Our favorite magical electrician Caleb Westeen then did a fun card routine that was climaxed with 
the selected card affixed to his forehead! 
 
George Ferrin came back a second time with his handling of the classic Fast and Loose chain effect. Matthew 
Welsby was next with a couple of iPhone type predictions with Argon and duality Pro cell phone apps. President 
Gary Poe climaxed the evening with his always inspiring “Artic Bear” cup and ball routine. He then went through 
an explanation and handling of the classic Three Shell Game. The evening was fun, full of laughter, and the type 
of camaraderie that makes magic great! 
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MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
President Gary Poe called to order the June 19, 2025, Executive Committee meeting of the SAM Assembly 138 
and the Alliance of Illusionists at about 6:06 pm in the Illusion Warehouse museum room.  
 
A quorum of all officers were in attendance including President Gary Poe, Vice President Joey Byers, Secretary 
Bruce Chadwick, Treasurer Lonnie Olander, Sergeant at Arms Jack McCoy, Historian Hare Evison, and Member at 
Large William Weebo Beaty. 
 
The minutes of the May Executive Committee Meeting as printed in the June issue of the SERVANTE were ap-
proved by acclimation. 
 
Treasurer Lonnie Olander reported a previous Operating Account balance of $1920.21. From that the clubs had 
twos expenses, the usual MailChimp monthly $13.86 charge and the check for $450 written to John Shryock for 
his lecture. This leaves the clubs with a balance of 1456.35.  
 
Discussion revolved on possible performers for the January 2026 Installation Banquet. 
 
The committee then discussed the main core activities for the upcoming meetings. These include: 
 

Aug - Lance Pierce Lecture  
Sep - Public Show on Saturday evening September 27 

Oct - Spooky Magic  
Nov - Swap Meet and Finger Foods  

Dec - Christmas Party and Show  
 

The July Close-Up Public Show was then discussed. Three performer stations will be used, and each performer 
will be given 15 minutes. Possible performers may include Matthew Welsby, Caleb Westeen, Hare Evison, Mi-
chael Dimsdle, and Adam Thornton.  
 
With no further business, the Executive Committee Meeting concluded to start the 7:00 pm Monthly Club 
Meeting with Cups, Cons, and Games of Chance. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bruce Chadwick, Secretary 
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PARROTS 
 
My wife nursed a baby cardinal from the eyes 
closed and no feathers stage all the way up until 
it was flying and it was time for the release. We 
set a cage on the porch. It would fly off in the 
day and return at night. People call this a soft 
release. I don’t know what cats call this but the 
cardinal landed on the ground one day instead 
of the cage and the cat did what cats do.   

 
Three days later my wife curtailed her mourned by coming home with a 30 or so year commitment known as a 
quaker parrot. The bird and I are now quite close. Her name is Nellie.  
 
I very frequently say words and phrases to Nellie in an effort to get her to repeat them. Parrots are smart. They 
can learn to mimic and even learn appropriate times to use certain words or phrases.  While the parrot does not 
spend any amount of thought about the words it says, sometimes it does come off as smarter than it actually is by 
this mimicking. Sometimes this is called parroting. 
 
While parroting may make a bird look smart, when magicians do parroting, the results are not always favorable. 
Magicians should think about their words before they say them, and especially while performing. Unfortunately 
there are words that come out of magician’s mouths only because they have heard other magicians say them. I 
guess parrots can teach parrots. 
 
What is the best defense for magicians against saying things that are not fully thought out? Scripting! Scripting 
makes magicians think about the actual words they say, and hopefully examine what words are needed or not 
needed to produce an overall refined performance. Magicians become more genuine when they speak carefully 
chosen words, and smoother dialogue is the result. 
 
Much could be and has been said about scripting, and so I will move along and suggest that magicians should 
start a list of “magician speak” things they would like to avoid. My list has grown over time. It is my list of things 
that I don’t want to say for a variety of reasons and none of the phrases will likely make it into a routine with de-
liberately chosen words, but may accidentally end up in an unscripted performance. The list for other magicians 
will be different as per their reasoning. 
 
I shall now ramble a bit of my list stuff with the little remaining space I am allowed. “So. Uhmm. Are you sure? Do 
you want to change your mind? Maybe you weren’t watching close. Do I need to slow that down for you? Are you 
really sure? Does this seem fair? Do me a favor. Tell you what. Wrong.” 
 
Magicians should think about what they say and why they say it. While they should say what they want, they 

shouldn’t be a parrot. 
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OH LORD, A DRUG LORD 

Many years ago I had a very interesting performance experience. I got a call one day from a man wanting to book 
my services as a magician for a Saturday afternoon gathering at his ranch. That was fine. I needed the money. 
 
It was the days of paper maps and well before the days of cell phones and the Internet. The man gave me very 
explicit directions over the landline phone and assured me I wouldn’t have any trouble navigating to his estate. 
 
I remember distinctly traveling from Fort Worth way up highway 287, past Decatur, Texas and into the abyss of 
pastureland. It was there that I turned off onto a farm market road, drove several miles, and then turned off on a 
small ranch road. I drove quite a ways until the pavement ceased, and a dirt road commenced. Finally I topped 
the hill and came down into a valley only to discover a big fence and a cattle gate with two very ominous looking 
men guarding its entrance.  
 
The men looked like that they were candidates for the “Men in Black” movie. Yep, they were dressed in black 
suits, wearing white shirts and black ties. They also wore distinctive mirror sunglasses that police are apparently 
required to wear. Their authority was even more evident with their M-4’s slung across their chests. 
 
With my anxiety level running at about 110 percent, my first thoughts were that they were Secret Service and 
were guarding the entrance to some prominent politician’s estate. One of the men waved me forward. In typical 
police stop fashion, I rolled down my car window. One of the men asked who I was. I told them I was the magi-
cian and showed them my driver’s license as per their request. The men relaxed a bit and said that they were 
expecting me.  
 
Pointing to their black Suburban (kid you not), one of the men said, “I'm going to drive down the road and you 
follow me.” “Yessir!” I said distinctively. We proceeded to drive through the gate and down the road quite a 
ways, over another couple of hills and came to what I could only describe as a compound. The place had multiple 
buildings and was akin to some type of old west theatrical set. My nervousness lessened a bit when I saw numer-
ous adults and children swarming about the area. 
 
I parked my vehicle where I was directed. It was then that a short middle-aged heavyset Hispanic fellow walked 
over to me. He had a big gold tooth in his mouth, a large gold necklace draped around his neck, and a drink of 
some sort in his hand. I felt like I had met Scarface in person!  
 
Fortunately the man was quite friendly and congenial. He explained that he was the one who had hired me and 
that I was to perform under the awning area that covered the picnic tables. He explained that there was lots of 
free food from the various vendors and that I should help myself.  He also pointed out a row of three or four 
small cabins and confessed that each cabin had a girl inside. He explained that “If you are into that sort of thing, 
help yourself and it won’t cost you anything.” 
 
The magic show went well, and Scarface was elated with my performance. He gave me a wad of cash and a hand-
some tip. I thanked him profusely as I made haste and loaded my car. Forget the amenities. I was still a bit uneasy 
and wanted to leave. I drove out of the compound and was very pleased when I finally reached the highway. I 
pondered about the event all the way back home. It certainly was one performing experience I will never forget.  
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 2025 OFFICERS 
 
1. PRESIDENT:     Gary Poe    downtime824@gmail.com      817-914-0334 
2. VICE PRESIDENT:    Joey Byers    jbyers.magic@outlook.com      903-578-2017 
3. SECRETARY:         Bruce Chadwick    chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com      817-832-6062 
4. TREASURER:    Lonnie Olander    lonnie.olander@gmail.com      254-749-0124  
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:    Jack McCoy    magicjack@charter.net       682-560-8569 
6. HISTORIAN:              Hare Evison    h.e.808artworks@gmail.com      808-264-2785 
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:          William Weebo Beaty   weeboentertainment@yahoo.com     972-824-9614 

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS 
 
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS 
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse party room and magic shop locat-
ed at 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com or go to 
www.sam138.com. Also Facebook  at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/ 

 
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15 
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See https://
fortworthmagiciansclub.org/ 
 
MID-CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE 
See the Mid-Cities Magic Circle Facebook group. 

 
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174 
See www.DallasMagic.org for meeting information. 
 
IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON 
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more de-
tails go to either www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com. 
 
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM 
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See 
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information. 

Don’t  take advice 
from anyone who is 
not where you want 

to be in life. 
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