
  

 

Volume 2026 - Number 2 - February 2026 
Monthly Club Meeting - Thursday February 19, 2026 - 6:30 pm 
Nathan Kranzo Lecture - Georgia Farrow Recreation Center 

530 Davis Drive, Irving, Texas 

NATHAN KRANZO LECTURE 
 
On Thursday February 19, the Alliance of Illusionists/SAM 138 is 
joining forces with the Dallas Magic Club to bring Nathan Kranzo to 
the metroplex. The 6:30 pm lecture will be held at the Georgia Far-
row Recreation Center, 530 Davis Drive in Irving. The lecture is free 
for 2026 dues-paid-up members or $25 for non-club members. Note 
that the lecture in Irving will replace the normal third Thursday 
monthly club meeting at the Illusion Warehouse. 
 
Nathan is a full time pro who is known for creating unique and origi-
nal magic. Born and raised in Michigan, Nathan has written seven 
magic books and created hundreds of magic effects. His original 
creations have been published in MAGIC, GENII, MUM, The Linking 
Ring, PENUMBRA, and the list goes on and on. He was also a col-
umnist for MUM magazine for multiple years and has also worked 
as a consultant for Penn and Teller. He has also appeared on the 
SyFy show "Wizard Wars" as well as the FOX show "Houdini and 
Doyle.” Most recently Nathan was featured on the Chinese hit tele-
vision series "The Amazing Magicians," which was the number one 
show for ten weeks in China! 

What will Nathan teach? His 52 GONE is probably the cleanest and most visual vanishing deck ever. His STAND 
UP TRIUMPH is not only funny, but super visual and can be done standing “in the hands” with no table. Kranzo’s 
OPENER COIN ROUTINE is the routine he uses to open his shows. It combines visual magic with comedy, and is 
the routine he uses to talk about the psychology of social dynamics while simultaneously teaching some serious-
ly strong coin magic. He also teaches his MONEYBALL effect where a quarter visually transforms into a rubber 
bouncy ball that can be immediately given away. For the stand-up magicians, his PARLOR UP GUYS REPETITION 
was nominated for trick of the year in 2021. This modern take on the Six Card Repeat can be done for a small or 
large audiences. It is a self-working dynamic routine with built in comedy and surprise ending. Kranzo will also 
present GAGS GALORE where he will teach several bits, gags and effects from his classic books Comedy For Ma-
gicians and Mentalists. For the mentalists, he will present his TEST/MAGAZINE TEST, the “Mother of All Book 
Tests” with a page from a magazine. And best of all, Nathan Kranzo will not only teach this but much more! 

ANNUAL DUES WERE DUE JANUARY 1 
 
Annual dues for club members are due and payable in full before January 1, 2026. Members pay their dues online 
by clicking the “Dues” tab on the home page of our www.SAM138.com website.  Members have the option to be 
a member of the national SAM organization, which gives them membership in both the SAM Assembly 138 and 
the Alliance of Illusionists, or individuals can join just the Alliance of Illusionists without national SAM member-
ship. Either way the dues are just $25 per person per year. Please note that the Assembly no longer collects na-
tional SAM dues from Assembly 138 members. SAM members in our Assembly are fully responsible for paying 
their own national dues direct to the SAM as the national SAM office sends statements. 
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MINUTES FROM THE JANUARY INSTALLATION BANQUET 
 
The third Thursday January 15 Monthly Club Meeting of the Fort Worth SAM Assembly 138 and Alliance of Illu-
sionists was the club’s annual Installation Banquet. All members, families, and their guests were invited to 
attend the 7:00 pm event at the East Gourmet Buffet. In return for the use of the restaurant’s meeting room 
facility, all attendees were asked to purchase a meal direct from the restaurant. Everyone was also asked to pay 
$5 cash per person to the club Treasurer to help offset entertainment costs. 
 
After a few general announcements, outgoing President Gary Poe opened the banquet with an invocation and 
then recognized Caleb Westeen with 2025 Magician of the Year trophy. Poe then recognized the outgoing 2025 
officers, which included himself as outgoing President, Vice-President Joey Byers, Secretary Bruce Chadwick, 
Treasurer Lonnie Olander, Sergeant at Arms Jack McCoy, Historian Hare Evison, and Member at Large William 
Weebo Beaty.  
 
Dean of the clubs Bruce Chadwick then installed the new officers for 2026. These include Hare Evison as Presi-
dent, Gary Poe as Vice President, Bruce Chadwick as Secretary, Lonnie Olander as Treasurer, William Weebo 
Beaty as Sergeant at Arms, Jack McCoy as Historian, and Caleb Westeen as Member at Large. New President 
Evison then presented Gary Poe with a very nice Past President’s trophy for his outstanding leadership in 2025. 
Evison then introduced Ian Richards, one of the most dynamic comedy magicians in the north Texas area!  

Outgoing 2025 officers left to right, Vice President Byers, Member at 
Large Weebo, Treasurer Olander, Historian Evison, President Poe, 

Sergeant at Arms McCoy, and Secretary Chadwick. 

Incoming 2026 officers left to right, President Poe, Treasurer 
Olander, Sergeant at Arms Weebo, Historian McCoy, Member at 

Large Westeen, Secretary Chadwick, and President Evison. 
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MINUTES FROM THE 2026 ANNUAL BUSINESS AND PLANNING MEETING 
 
President Hare Evison called to order the 2026 Annual Business and Planning Meeting of the SAM Assembly 138 
and the Alliance of Illusionists on Thursday January 22. The 6:30 pm meeting was held in the Illusion Warehouse 
museum room. A quorum of officers were in attendance including President Hare Evison, Vice President Gary 
Poe, Secretary Bruce Chadwick, Treasurer Lonnie Olander, Historian Jack McCoy, and Member at Large Caleb 
Westeen. Also in attendance was 2026 member in good standing Eric Miller. Absent was Sergeant at Arms Wil-
liam Weebo Beaty.  
 
Officers enjoyed pizza that was provided by President Hare. First on the agenda was a discussion about the Febru-
ary monthly club meeting. The committed voted to join forces with the Dallas Magic Club to bring Nathan Kranzo 
to the metroplex. The lecture will be held at the Georgia Farrow Recreation Center, 530 Davis Drive in Irving. The 
lecture is free for 2026 dues-paid-up members, and $25 for non-club members. Our club will pay half of Kranzo’s 
$400 fee and the Dallas Magic Club will pay the other half. Note that the lecture will replace the normal monthly 
club meeting at the Illusion Warehouse. 
 
The minutes of the December Executive Committee Meeting as printed in the January 2026 issue of the SERVAN-
TE were approved by unanimous consent . Treasurer Lonnie Olander presented the January financial report. The 
club’s previous report Operating Account balance was $2314.44. The clubs received $120 from guests in attend-
ance at the recent annual Installation Banquet, and the clubs also received $378.74 for 2026 dues from members, 
making the total receipts received $498.74. The clubs had disbursements of $13.86 for MailChimp, $31.78 for 
badge magnets, and $300 paid to Ian Richards for his entertainment at the banquet. This leaves the club with a 
current working balance of $2,467.54. Treasurer Olander then discussed a tentative budget for the 2026 club 
year. See the next page for a projection that was approved by the Executive Committee. 
 
The committee then discussed the Skype hurdles to help Atlanta based AOI club member Steve Aldridge. No con-
clusions were reached. Discussion about the Facebook magic club groups ensued, with Jack McCoy being placed 
in charge of the groups. The committee then discussed a proposed slate of  monthly club activities for the year.  
 
January - Installation Banquet              February - Nathan Kranzo Lecture 
March - Classics of Magic, Blackpool Report             April - Gambling & Card Magic, Poker Mini Lecture Eric Miller 
May-Lecture                June - Open Mic Night - Favorite Trick Night 
July - Lance Pierce               August - Showmanship - Bruce Chadwick 
September - Public Show (Saturday)             October - Spooky Bizarre Magic 
November - Swap Meet and Potluck             December - Christmas Party 
 
Other possible lecturers include Giancalo Bernini - Fool’us Magician, Mark Horowitz - Magic Comic Books, and 
Hare’s Chicago Hawaii Friend Tom Dobrowolski. The committee then briefly discussed the roles and responsibili-
ties of each elected officer. With no further business, the meeting concluded at about 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bruce Chadwick, Secretary 
 
 



5 

 



6 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S TOP HAT 
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BULLET PROOF 

I became a magician when I was eight years old. I became a fulltime pro when I finished my master’s degrees in 
1985. Over the years, I have performed thousands of magic shows, and a large majority of those have been for 
children. After all, magic does bring out the kid in everyone.  
 
Unfortunately some laymen think magic is just for kids. So no matter how hard a performer ties to be “adult,” 
magic seems to always have a kid’s connotation attached to it. Fortunately magic on television and magic shows 
in places such as Las Vegas have helped tremendously to reduce the “tricks are for kids” stereotype.  
 
The truth be known, every person no matter what their age likes to pretend. Psychologists tell us that imagination 
is a key to living a healthy life. It’s a natural way people conceive new ideas and set new goals. Just ask Elon Musk. 
He says that imagination is one of the main driving forces for his creativity. This is also why people watch plays 
and movies. Audiences know the characters the actors portray are not real, but that’s ok. People are willing to 
suspend disbelief and allow pretense and acting entertain them.  
 
There was a day when I performed a couple of hundred children’s birthday party shows each year. When I moved 
to Fort Worth in 1982, my Yellow Page listings kept me very busy every week. I remember numerous Saturdays 
when I performed five children’s shows in one day! Of course my stamina was a bit different back then, and Fort 
Worth traffic was nowhere as bad as it is today. With few exceptions a person could easily travel across the Fort 
Worth area in 20-25 minutes. I could easily do 40 minute shows at 11:00 am, 12:30, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00 pm. Ah, 
those were the days! 
 
Even though some magicians will not admit it, children’s shows are a staple for most performing magicians. Some 
magicians tend to downplay other magicians who specialize in children’s entertainment. However many well-
known professional magicians depend upon children’s show to make a living. At the end of the day, it’s about 
paying the bills.  
 
Losander, the famed Las Vegas master of levitation was talking about being a professional entertainer and making 
a living as a magician. “Heck yeah” he replied, “I’ll go out and perform a $300-$400 children’s show anytime!” 
 
The truth be told, many magicians who specialize in entertaining children make a very good living. Even magicians 
who do not specialize in children’s magic often still find themselves dependent upon children’s shows as a fair 
part of their market.  
 
After the horror of the 911 terrorist’s attack and the downturn in the US economy that subsequently ensued, 
strangely the demand for children’s shows remained about the same. A couple of months later, the legendary 
Trixie Bond, who at the time one of the busiest entertainers in the Houston, Texas market, made the statement, 
“We now know that kid’s shows are bullet proof.”  
 
Indeed, there will always be children, and children have birthdays. It will always be a fact that adults, no matter 
what their socioeconomic status, will always spend money on their children. So go ahead, purchase that Die Box, 
Hippity Hop Rabbits, and Change Bag. There’s kid in all of us, and the Illusion Warehouse magic shop will serve 
you well! 
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Some years back I had been pursuing competitive pistol shooting. Over the course of time, I had reached the 
point of always finishing in at least the top 10%. The week before a big competition I had managed to get in a 
huge amount of practice. I went to the competition feeling pretty good about my chances of reaching a personal 
best score. 
 
Competition shooting is different than magic in that you get rapid feedback and know how you are doing. When 
you don’t hear the steel ring and a target fails to drop, you know you missed. You can’t miss a target and have it 
go ahead and drop for you because it wants to be polite and not hurt your feelings. The target does not care 
about your passion, enthusiasm or likeability. How could you ever get better if polite targets lied to you? None of 
the targets lied that competition morning. They weren’t polite. They were downright mean. 
 
I knew right away how poorly I was doing and saw a strong score quickly become mathematically impossible. I 
stayed in the competition and kept trying to find the source of failure. Did my sights get knocked loose? Was 
something wrong with the ammo I loaded? No. When I slowed way down, I was hitting where I aimed, but off 
target when firing faster. You can’t win without speed but you can’t miss fast enough to win. 
 
The competition was nearly done when I found that I was the source of the problem. A competitor that I would 
have normally outscored made a comment to me in an effort to help out a weaker competitor. He commented 
on my bad grip technique. I thought him ignorant for a moment until I looked down and saw that he was correct. 
I had no chance with such bad form. The strange thing is that I never grip that way and if I weren’t looking down 
and seeing it, along with the targets confirming it, I would have sworn my technique was right, as it had been for 
years. The correction was simple due to feedback showing me what I was blind to. I had lost focus on the funda-
mentals. 
 
What does this have to do with our art? I watched a performer that is somewhat known for his work with the 
cups and balls. I wasn’t watching to critique but rather for my enjoyment. Still, I saw a lot of things that I should 
not have seen and I was not alone. Good misdirection will cover some flashing to a person not watching for it, 
especially live. That was not the case this day. The crowd of magicians were polite and he walked away with no 
clue that he had missed his target. 
 
I have no doubt that he had performed a beautiful routine many times for many people. At some point he had 
full confidence in technique and no longer ever gave it a thought. He did not have the benefit of the honesty of 
targets to let him know he was slipping. I see this issue in a lot of magic where a magician has not looked at a new 
recording of themselves in too long or they lack the eyes to see what should be apparent. Get video and/or get 
an honest critic. Don’t let too much time go by before you repeat the process. 
 
Gary Poe, Vice-President 
SAM Assembly 138 
Alliance of Illusionists 

STAY ON TARGET 
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The first Item up for review is CS by N2G. The CS is coin 

set. This is a set of 4 replica Morgan silver dollar and a 

matching shell. They come with a link for video instruc-

tions, and of course there are many fine written 

sources. In book form I recommend Expert Coin Magic 

by Roth. You may already own Wilson’s Complete 

Course in Magic. If not, you should own Wilson’s book!  

The tremendous increase in the price of silver recently 

gives some strong reasons to seek a good replica. This 

entire set is currently about $40 less than a single Mor-

gan silver dollar.  

Many Morgan replicas have an ugly woman on the face with a big hook nose and a huge jawline. To me it bears 

little resemblance to the attractive face on a genuine Morgan. 

The replicas in this set are not that. They are completely true to the look of the Morgan. They actually have the 

softer look of a circulated Morgan along with the patina of age. That is my favorite look for a Morgan. The shiny 

uncirculated look of most replica Morgans feels wrong to me. These look right and mine have held up to use just 

fine. 

The coins in the set do not have the same ring as silver but nothing does. They come as close as I have heard and 

would pass with anyone that doesn’t handle silver coins frequently. 

All N2g coin products that I have used are extremely well made. This set is 

no exception. I have practiced with one of these coins accidentally mixed 

in with my Morgan coins. It took some time before I realized it. The shell 

offers better coverage that is possible with any expanded shell, regardless 

of price. 

They are very slightly larger than an actual Morgan. I suspect it is due to 

counterfeiting laws. The size has been the same across the other N2G 

coins and also other “dollar sized” Chinese style coins that I have bought. 

My real shell would not work with them. The N2G shell fits perfect. 

At about $65, I consider this set a steal even though it does not come with routine ideas or a fancy coin purse. 

TCC makes a very nice inexpensive old school style purse that works well with them. 

Are you scared to use dollar sized coins? Don’t be. Some things are harder but some are easier. I highly recom-

mend this set If you want some great “dollar sized” coins and the gaff to start doing coins across, 3 fly and tons of 

other routines. 

I would have liked one extra coin in the set but that is minor as they are not hard to get and a match for coins in 

their other products. I give it a very solid 9.5 out of 10! 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This item is available online with free shipping at the Illusion Warehouse for $75. 

See https://www.illusionwarehouse.com/product-page/morgan-coin-set. It is also available for in-person pick-up 

at the store for $65 plus tax. 
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https://attpac.org/event/piff-the-magic-dragon 
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https://www.tickettailor.com/events/astonished/1738115 
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https://magiciangrantprice.com/
mental-magic/ 
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 2026 OFFICERS 
 
1. PRESIDENT:     Hare Evison    h.e.808artworks@gmail.com      808-264-2785 
2. VICE PRESIDENT:    Gary Poe    downtime824@gmail.com      817-914-0334 
3. SECRETARY:         Bruce Chadwick    chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com      817-832-6062 
4. TREASURER:    Lonnie Olander    lonnie.olander@gmail.com      254-749-0124  
5. SERGEANT AT ARMS:    William Weebo Beaty   weeboentertainment@yahoo.com     972-824-9614 
6. HISTORIAN:              Jack McCoy    magicjack@charter.net       682-560-8569 
7. MEMBER AT LARGE:          Caleb Westeen    calebw827@gmail.com       682-222-3959 

DFW AREA MAGIC HAPPENINGS 
 
FORT WORTH SAM ASSEMBLY 138 ALLIANCE OF ILLUSIONISTS 
Meets on the third Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm at the Illusion Warehouse party room and magic shop locat-
ed at 3917 McCart Avenue, Fort Worth, Texas 76110. Contact chadwickillusionist@yahoo.com or go to 
www.sam138.com. Also Facebook  at https://www.facebook.com/groups/162025544420781/ 

 
FORT WORTH MAGICIANS CLUB INC AND REN CLARK IBM RING 15 
Meets on the first Thursday of each month, 7:00 pm. See https://
fortworthmagiciansclub.org/ 
 
MID-CITIES MAGIC CIRCLE 
See the Mid-Cities Magic Circle Facebook group. 

 
DALLAS MAGIC CLUB, SAM ASSEMBLY 13 AND IBM RING 174 
See www.DallasMagic.org for meeting information. 
 
IMPROV COMEDY CLUBS IN ADDISON AND ARLINGTON 
Both comedy clubs periodically host weekend comedy magic shows. For more de-
tails go to either www.ImprovArlington.com or www.ImprovAddison.com. 
 
MAGIC IN THE LIVING ROOM 
Periodic magic shows every 1st Tuesday at 7:00 pm at The Line Public House, 940 E Beltline in Richardson. See 
www.MagicLivingRoom.com for more information. 

Failures are 
accomplishments 

that prepare 
magicians for their 

next step. 
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